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to your remarks, I cannot refrain from expressing the profound hope that your
anticipation as to the general verdict that may be given to its proposal by your
important Association will prove entirely correct,

TRADE RELATIONS

The year which has just passed has been less remarkable than its predea^por in
regard to India's trade relations with other countries, Though the Indo-Japanese
Trade Convention and the Protocol were not formally signed until May, they h:\ve
been in actual operation, since agreement on essentials was reached by the tw^
delegations in the month of January. It muy yet be too early to otter a final
opinion but my Government believe that the Agreement has achieved its objects
namely, the restoration of more normal conditions in the mutual trade of India and
Japan and the re-establishment of friendly relations between the two countries. It
will be of interest to this Association to know that the Government of Italy have
expressed a desire to send a trade delegation to India with a view to discussing with
my Government the problems of Indo-Italian trade. A matter which has been
causing some concern is the German foreign exchange position. The situation is
obscure and it is not yet apparent to what extent India's export trade is likely
to be affected by the new German regulations, which recently came into force. I
can, however, give the fullest assurance that the situation, is receiving our closest
attention.

In   pursuance   of   the policy of international co-operation, my Government have
ratified the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea and  the   Interna-
tional   Convention   respecting   load   lines,   which were concluded in 1929 and 1930
respectively.   The Conventions will come into force in British India   on   January 1,
1935.   On the same date the Simla Bules, which modify  certain   provisions   of   the
Safety of Life at Sea Convention, in so far as they apply  to   ships   carrying   large
numbers of ttnberthed passengers or pilgrims, will also come into  force.   The Safety
of Life at Sea Convention prescribes   uniform   standards   for   adoption by all con-
tracting Governments as regards the construction of   Life-saving   appliances,   radio
equipment and other matters affecting the safety of life at sea, while   the Load Line
Convention similarly prescribes uniform principles  and   rules   with  regard   to   the
limits to which ships on international voyages may   be   loaded.   The   standard laid
down   in   these   conventions constitute   a   marked   advance   on those obtaining at
present.  It is now over 18 months since the Tea Restriction Scheme was   put  into
operation   and   it   is   needless   for me to point to the material benefits which have
accrued to the Indian tea industry from  the   scheme.   I   would,  however,   like   to
take this opportunity of congratulating those responsible   on the success with which
the scheme has been administered in India.   It is most gratifying to note   that   the
necessity for interference with the operations of the   Licensing   Committee has been
almost non-existent.   It was to a great extent the example  of   the   Tea   Restriction
Scheme which influenced my Government to lend its   support to   the   International
Agreement for the control of the production and export of rubber, and   though   the
circumstances of the two industries are not identical, it is   our   earnest   hope   that
the latter scheme of international co-operation will be as successful as its forerunner
and result in a much-needed measure of prosperity to the rubber industry   in India
and Burma,

MEECANTILB MABINE

In my last address to your Association, 1 referred to the success achieved,
referred by the Indian Mercantile Marine Training Ship "Dufferin" in turning out
young officers for the Indian Mercantile Marine, Encouraged by this success we
decided to extend the scope of the training given on board which has hitherto been
directed towards the reduction of Mercantile Marine Officers on the Executive side
only and from the beginning of next year the "Dufferin" will have among her
cadets a number of Engineer Cadets who after three years' preliminary training on
the ship, followed by practical training at workshops in India, will, in due course, be
qualified to take up appointments as Engineer Officers in the Indian Mercantile
Marine. We have received assurances from engineering firms and shipping com-
panies in India regarding the workshops training and subsequent employment of
the engineer cadets trained on the "Dufferin" and I take this opportunity to express
my thanks to them for their co-operation in this regard,

ClVID AVIATION

Striking evidence of the value that business and other interests in India attach
to the trunk telephone system is furnished by the fact that in spite of the economic